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MuTiLATED Copies having 
been circulated of a Letter report- 
ed to have been written by his 
| Grace the Puke of Richmond, 
to a Committee of Correſpondence 
in Ireland, in anſwer to ſome 
Queries propoſed, relative. to the 
Nature, Extent, and Mode, of a 
Parliamentary Reform; it is with 
infinite Satisfaction the Publiſher 
has cbtained an authentic Copy 
of the Duke of Rickmond's Let- 


ter, 


 W| DEDYCATION: 


ter, by the Means of an Iriſh | 
Volunteer Correſpondent, The 
Queries addreſſed to his Grace; 


his Reply to them; and other 


Pieces which have a connection 


with the Subject, are collected in 


one point of View, and ſubmitted 


to the Reader in the following 


Publication. 


Piccadilly, 13th October, 1783. 


LETTER 
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LETT ER from Gl Committee 


of Correſpondence at Liſburn 
to the Duke of RIichMOND. 


T a Meeting of the Committee of 


Correſpondence, appointed by the 


e of Forty- five Volunteer Corps 
aſſembled at Liſburn on the iſt of July 
inſtant, held at Belfaſt the 2 of 1 


8 


Preſent, LIEU T. Cor. SHARMAN 
| in the Chair; 


OR Dp EKF D, That the following Let- 


ter, ſigned by the Secretary in the Name 
of this Committee, be forwarded to His 


Grace the Duke of RIM N, mclojing 


2 Copy of the Refolutions of the Pro- 


B wincial 
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 omcral Meeting of Volunteers of Munſter, 


and of the Proceedings of the Forty five 


Volunteer Delegates aſſembled at Liſburn 
on the 1f Inſtant, reſpecting a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, as a 4% a Copy of the 


circular Letter written this Day by 


this Committee 70 the feveral V cr | 


Corps of this Province, 


Bourasr, 190% Fuly, 178g. 
May 1 20 your GRACE, 


OUR Gracet's Attachment to the 
Rights of the People, and the gene- 
ral Proſperity of the Britiſh Empire, in- 
duce us to addreſs you on the preſent 


great and momentous Occaſion, 


The Spirit of Freedom which pervades 
all Ranks of People in Ireland with the 
juſtice and wiſe Policy of the Britiſh 
Nation, having removed for ever all poſ- 


fible 
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ſible Cauſe of Jealouſy between the 


Siſter Kingdoms, and united us to Bri- 
tain on the Baſis of equal Liberty and 


ſimilar Conſtitution, it becomes the 
Duty, as it is the Intereſt of each 
Kingdom to aſſiſt the other in their En- 


deavours to reſtore to its antient Pur ity 


and Vigour a decayed, enfeebled, and 


fickly Conſtitution, In both Nations it 
is now generally acknowledged, that this 
great Object can be attained by no other 

Means but by a Reform of the Repre- 
ſentation in Parliament. In England 


the Meaſure has for the preſent miſcar- 


ried, though ſupported by ſo many wiſe, 


Honeſt, great and independent Men; we 
truſt, however, it has miſcarried only for 
a Seaſon, and that the next Attem pt will 


prove ſucceſsful. 


Ireland has now taken up the Idea, 


and if we ſhall be fo happy as to ſee. 
1 B 2  _Succefs 
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Bucceſs crown our Efforts, we thigh con- 


ſiderable Weight will be thereby added 


to the Endeavours of the Friends of the 
People in England. The People of the 


two Nations united in purſuit of the 


ſame important Object, muſt be not only 
powerful, but irrefiſtible. 


The incloſed Papers, which we re- 


queſt your Grace may peruſe, will ſhew 
how far this Country has already gone in 


determining to procure a more equal 


Repreſentation, the unanimous Reſclu- 


tions of about fifteen Thouſand Volun— 


teers, already declared in a very few 


Weeks, aſſure us that the Reſolves of the 


Delegates of Ulſter, who are to aſſemble 
at Dungannon on the 8th of September 


next, will be no leſs unanimous; and 


we well know that what the Volunteers, 5 


vaſt Numbers of whom are Frecholders, 
ſhall determine on, the other Fre eholders 


and 
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and People in general who are not Vo- 


lunteers, will adopt and ſupport by every 


Means in their Power. The aged Fa- 


thers cannot differ from their Sons, re- 


ſpecting a Matter on which depends 
every. thing that they either hold dear 


for themſelves or their Poſterity. 


That your Grace may ſee the very de- 
-praved State of our Repreſentation it is 


neceſſary to obſerve, that out of three 


Hundred Members, of which our Houſe 


of Commons confiſts, Two Hundred and 


Twenty are returned by Boroughs; thoſe 


© 


One Hundred and ten Boroughs are di- 


YA 


vided into three Clafſes: 1ſt. Thoſe: 


where the Right of EleQion is veſted in 


the Proteſtant Inhabitants at large. 2d. 


Thoſe where the Right of Election is 


veſted in the Chief Magiſtrate, Burgeſles 


and Freemen. za. Thoſe where the 
Right of Election is confined to the Chief 
Magiſtrate 


„„ 
Magiſtrate and Burgeſſes, frequently not 


more in Number than five or ſix, and 
ſeldom exceeding ten or twelve. Al- 
moſt all the Boroughs are either venal 


and corrupt, or implicitly obedient to 


the arbitrary Will of their reſpective 


Landlords, who dictate to the Electors 
in the moſt abſolute Manner. Thoſe 
Landlords claim by Preſcription a Kind 


of Property in thoſe Boroughs, the Pa- 
tronage of Which they transfer by Sale 


like an Eſtate, and receive from eight 


to nine Thouſand Pounds for a Borough. 


A Seat for a Borough 18 generally ſold for 
Two Thouſand Pounds; ſo that every 
ſeven or eight Vears a Borough brings in 


Four Thouſand Pounds to the Patron. 


Unhappily for Ireland our Counties 
alſo are too much governed by our Peers 


and Great Men, 'whoſe Influence over 


many of their reſpective Tenants is very 


great 3 > 
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great; and this Confideration has given 


riſe here to a Doubt, in the Minds of 
many well-meaning Men, as to the Pro- 
priety of adding to the Number of 
Knights of the Shire; as generally now 
two great Families endeavour to divide 


between them the Seats for the County, 


the others either remain neuter or join 


the independent Intereſt, it is alledged, 


were there fix Seats for each County, ſix 


great Families would divide them, and 


againſt ſuch a Junction the independent 


Freeholders would not be able to make 


any effectual Oppoſition. May we now 


entreat your Grace as a moſt important 


Favour conferred not only on us but on 


this Kingdom, that you may be pleaſed 
to favour us with your Grace's Senti- 
ments and Advice, as to the beſt, the 


moſt eligible and the moſt practicable 


Mode of deſtroying, reſtraining or coun- 
teracting this Hydra of Corruption, Bo- 


rough 


1838 


rough Influence, that we may be enabled 


to lay your Grace's Opinion before the 
provincial Aflembly of Delegates at Dun- 


gannon, and as our laſt Meeting for ar- 


ranging Buſineſs previous thereunto is 


fixed to be on the 2oth of Auguſt, we 
hope your Grace will be fo obliging as 
to forward your Reply ſo as to be with 


us about that Time, Many Apologies 


are due for this long Addreſs, and for 


the very great Trouble we have requeſt- 


ed. your Grace to take; but we are 


young in Politics, and with for Informa- 


tion from Men of more: Wiſdom, Ex- 


” perience and Abilities. This, however, 
we may venture to aſſert, that if we can 
only be directed to the beſt Mode, the 
Maſs of the Inhabitants of Ireland is at 


this Moment ſo completely alive and 


ſenſible to the Neceſſity of a well di- 


geſted Reform, that there cannot re- 


main a Doubt that what it attempts in 


Conjunction 
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Conjunction with the virtuous Part of 
England will be effectual. The ſeveral 


Matters on which we have requeſted 


your Grace's Opinion are thrown into 


one View in che Tolowing Queries, 


In order to the Purity of Parliament, 


and to reſtore that conſtitutional Controul, 


which the conſtituent Body ſhould have 
over the Repreſentative, | | 


1ſt. Is it neceſſary that thoſe Boroughs 
in which the Right of Election is veſted 


in a few, which in general are at the ab- 


ſolute Diſpoſal of one or two Perſons, 


mould be disfranchiſed, and in their 


Place the County Repreſentatives en- 


creaſed f 
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41. The Proteſtant Inhabitants conſiſt 
of near one Million, who return three 
Hundred Members would! it be wiſe to 
encreaſs the Number of Repreſentatives 
for the Kingdom at large! ? 


3d; A plaulible Objeien, mentioned 
above, has been raiſed againſt an En- 
creaſe of County Repreſentatives, Has 
that Argument much Weight ? andif it 


has, is it remediable ? 


4th. Should the Right of Suffrage be 
extended ? If it ſhould, who are the 
proper Objects of that Extenſion ? 


sth. In order to guard againſt undue 
Influence, would it be wiſe to have the 
Meſabers returned by Ballot ? 


6th, 
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Gch. Would not a Limitation of the 


Duration of Parliaments to a ſhorter - 
Term than eight Years, have excellent 


Effects? and ſhould it be leſs than tri- 


ennial? 


7th. If the Abolition of the enſlaved 


Boroughs is neceſſary, would it be equi- 


table or expedient that they ſhould be 


purchaſed by the Nation ? 


| 8th. On the whole, what ſpecific 


Mode of Reform in the Repreſentation 
of Ireland beſt ſuits your own Ideas, 
_ conſidering the Situation of this Coun- 

try? and what are the Steps which your 

Grace conceives beſt adapted to effect 

that Reformation? 
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| A Me requeſt your: Grace may be ſo 
1 good to direct your Anſwer to our 
Chairman, Lieut. Col. 
Liſburn. 


SHARMAN, 
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We have the Honor to be, with the 9 
moſt 88 85 Reſpeck, | 


and aur Grace's moſt obedient and 


moſt humble Scrvants, 


Signed by Order of Committee, 


Heznzv Joy, Jun“. 


Sec. of the 45. 
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A more equal Repreſentation of. 


the People in the PARLIAUu ENT 
of IRELAND. 


X a Mecting of the Provincial De- 
legates of Munſter held in the 


85 . Court-houſe of Cork, on the 1ſt 
of March, 1783, the following 2, among 


many other Reſolves, were entered into: 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the 
majority of the Repreſentatives in Parlia- 

ment are returned by venal Boroughs; 
that ſuch Members do not repreſent the 
ſenſe of the People; that the Parliament 
cannot be virtuous until a more equal 


repreſentation of the People ſhall be ob- 


tained, We therefore ſtrongly recom- 


mend to Parliament, to uſe the moſt 


ſtrenuous exertion to carry the above 


reform into effect. 


AT 


( 14 ] 


— 


AT a Meeting of Delegates from Forty- 
five Corps of the Province of Ulſter, 
aſſembled at Liſburn the  1it of July, 
1783, in purſuance of a public Requi- 
fition of the Ulſter Reg giment, 
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. ant in the Chair. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That a 
General Meeting of the Volunteer Dele- 
gates of the Province of Ulſter, on the 
ſubject of A MORE EQUAL REPRE= 
SENTATION OF THE PEOPLE IN 
PARLIAMENT, is hereby earneſtly en- 
treated ; to be held at DUNGANNON, 
on Monday, the * Day of Gptember 


next. 
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78 : ResoLveD UNANIMOUSLY, That the 
1 following Gentlemen (ſeven to be a quo- 
rum) be +. mon a Committee of Cor- 


reſpondence 


CCC 0 
r 


145.) 


reſpondence for communicating with the 


other Corps of the Province, for taking 
- preparatory ſteps to forward the intentions 


of this Mecting, and for collecting the 
beſt Authorities and Information on the 


ſubject of a Parliamentary Reform, viz. 


Lieut. Col. SH ARM AN. 


Capt. BLACK, | 

Dr. ALEX. CRAWFORD, 

Major BURDEN, | 
Capt. WaAD. CunninGHam, ; 


Rev. Mr. CRAIG, 

Dr. SAMuvEL Moores, 
Col. RowiEx, 

Major Joux CRAwFoRD, 
Lieut. Col. Banks, 

Mr. Rog ERT Twompson, 
Capt. Tjnomas PRENTICE, 
Lieut. Toms, 


RESOLVED 


1 

Rersolvrp UNANIMOUSLY, That the 
following Addreſs be publiſhed in the 
public Print: 
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To TRE VOLUNTEER ARMY or 
TE PROVINCE or ULSTER, 


FELTLOw-Ctrizrxs, 


IN common with every claſs of Iriſh- 
men, you are ſenſible that this Kingdom 
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for many centuries might have continued 
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to bear its chains in ignoble and indigent 
Obſcurity, had not an army of its Citizens, 
by a great effort, dared to caſt them off. 


* * 


* That the dignified conduct of that 
Army lately reſtored to the Imperial 
Crown of Ireland its original ſplendor, to 


| Nobility its ancient privileges, and to the 


ky 1 . Nation 


C 

Nation at large its inherent Rights as a 
ſovereign independent State that by in- 
culcating the glorious ſpirit of toleration, 
it has united the once diſtracted inhabi- 
tants of this Country into an indiſſoluble 
Maſs ; and promoted the moſt; exalted 
_ reverence for the Laws,—are facts that 
will exhibit a ſplendid. and intereſting 
figure i in the annals of the A ge, 


Fre rom a military e 8 F 
in its nature as to comprehend t the ſeveral 
gradations of Nobles, Commoners, Mer- 
Chants, Yeomen, and Mechanics, every 
; ſubſtantial good will be expected by wiſe 


and virtuous men, 


They al with honeſt pride, behol in 
the State an unpatallelled combination of 
the Military with the civil. Character, 
exiſting only for the general intereſts of 


the Community, and prepared. on the 


D pureſt 
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pureſt principles of the Conſtitution, to 
give efficacy to the wiſhes of Three 
Millions of ee e 


b The idea of a well-digeſted Parliamen- 


tary Reform, has ever experienced a fa- 


vourable reception in the uncorrupted 


breaſts of Iriſhmen and of Britons. alt 


has been uniformly looked up to as the 
true ſource of public Virtue and of poli- 


tical Salvation, by the firſt Characters 
'theſe Kingdoms have produced. In this 
Age, we have ſcen it warmly fupported 


by that conſummate. Stateſman the late 


EARL of CHATHAM ; and revived by 


the Heir to his Abilities and Name, the 
preſent WILLIAM PiTT. It has re- 


1 ceived the ſanction of the moſt eminent 


and honeſt Men in both Houſes of the 
Britiſh Parliament; of a great number 
of the moſt reſpeQable Shires in Eng- 
land ; ; of the Volunteer Delegates of the 


; Province | 


= 
Province of Munſter ;—and, within theſe 
few Days; of the Unanimous Vote of 


| Thirty-eight Corps, Reviewed at Belfaſt. 


Among the many glorious effects of 
which a more equal Repreſentation of 
the People in Parliament would be pro- 
ductive, the following are obvious: 
The deſtruction of that party - ſpirit, 
whoſe baneful influence has at all times 
been injurious to the public weal ;— a 
revival of the native dignity of the 
Crown, by imparting to each branch of 
the Legiſlature its diſtinct and propor- 
tional weight; and the abolition of that 
train of courtly mercenaries who muſt 
N ever continue to prey on the vitals of 
public virtue, till, the balance of the 
Conſtitution being reſtored, the neceſſity 
for governing by regular ſyſtems of ſedue- 


tion, ſhall no longer exiſt, 


po Then 


1 


Then would the conſtituent body re- 


gain its coſtitutional controul over its 
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Truſtees, —and venal majorities would 
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not be found to ſupport the moſt diſ- 
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Gu | | honourable and pernicious meaſures, in 
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oppoſition to the ſenſe of the unpolluted 
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part of the Legiſlature, as well as con- 
trary to the univerſal wiſhes of the pub- 
lic and to the true intent of the in ſtim 
tution of Parliaments. 


| BE With due deference for the auguſt 
1 body which we have preſumed to Ad- 
dtreſs we therefore beg leave to expreſs 
our wiſhes that the Volunteer Delegates 
of Ulſter would aſſemble with the ſame 
ſpirit of loyalty, 'patriotiſm, and firmneſs. 
which actuated them on the memorable 
15th of February, 1782 :—to deliberate 


on the moſt conſtitutional means of pro- 


curing A MORE EQUAL REPRSENTA=- 


TION 
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Tron of THE PEOPLE IN THE PAR= 


' LIAMENT OF IRELAND—as Zhe only 


meaſure which can give permanency to 


the late renovation of our conſtitution, or 
reſtore that virtue to the Repreſentative 
Body without which, though the mere 


forms of a free government may be pre- 
ferved, its ſpirit muſt inevitably periſh, 


Signed by Order of the Meeting, 
Wm. SHARMAN, CHAIRMAN. 


Lieut. Col. Sharman having left the 


Chair, and Lieut. Col. - Sir Walter Sinnot 
taken it: 
1 That the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to our worthy Chair- 


man, for his very proper conduct in the 
Chair. 


BELFAST, July 19, 1783. 


At a meeting of the Committee of 


Correſpondence, appointed by the Re- 


preſentatives 
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Ei preſentatives of Forty - five Volunteer 
„ Corps that aſſembled at Liſburn on the 
. uſt inſt, Preſent, Lieut. Col. Sharman, 
b Major Burden, Captain Cunningham, 
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Captain Prentice, Captain Moore, Cap- 
tain Crawford, Lieut. Tomb, Mr. Robert 
Thompſon: Lieut. Col. Sharman in the 
Chair, Ordered, that the following Ad- 
dreſs be publiſhed in the public Prints, 
and a Copy of it ſent to each Corps in 
the Province, of which our Secretary can 


get information, 
To THE VorunTerrs OT ULSTER, 


Gentlemen, 
IN compliance with the order of 
Forty- five Corps, which appointed us a 


Committee of Correſpondence for the 


purpoſe of promoting a Dungannon 


1 Meeting, to be held the Sth of Septem- 
WO | 


ber next: We think it necellary to pre- 
39 | fentia view of the ſeveral Volunteer 


Bodies 


11 
Bodies who have already declared their 
determination to ſupport a parliamentary 


reform, VIZ. 


* 


We ee of Munſter, by a 
unanimous declaration of their Repreſen- | 
tatives on the iſt of March laſt 


The Rep of Thirty-eight 
Corps reviewed at Belfaſt, on the gth of 


June laſt, by a unanimous declaration. 


The united Corps of True Blue and 
Society Volunteers of the City of Lon- 
donderry on parade 3oth of June, by a : 
unanimous declaration. 


The Londonderry Artillery Company, 
the Londonderry Independent Volunteers, 
and Liberty Volunteers—on parade the 
1ſt of July, by a unanimous declaration. 


The 


{ 24 ] 
The Repreſentatives of Forty-fve 
Corps convened at Liſburn the 1ſt of 


fas | July inftant—by a unanimous declarations 


. The Repreſentatives of Thirty-four 
Corps reviewed at Broughſhane on the 


of | | 
120 Iobth inſt. —by a unanimous declaration. 


* IF appears to us, that the idea of a 
* Parliamentary Reform has already re- 
E c.ivyed the ſanction of Fifteen Thouſand 
„ | Volunteers; with a warm promiſe of 
| ' ſupport from the great Patron of Iriſh 
. 1 Liberty—the Earl of Charlemont—and 
has received, in a very ſhort time, the 
general ap probation of all ranks and de- 


nominations of independent Freedolders. 


but > 
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Having given this information, it only 
remains at preſent to afſure you, that we 
are diligently applying ourſelves to the 
diſcharge of the truſt repoſed in us; and 
earneſtly to n that every Volun- 
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teer Corps in Ulſter may be repreſented 
at Dungannon on the 8th of September 


next, and that their Delegates may be 


furniſhed with Written inſtructions to 


declare approbation or diſapprobation of 


the meaſure of a Parliamentary Reform; 


leaving it to the united wiſdom of the 
aſſembled Delegates, to purſue ſuch fur- 


ther meaſures to promote this great ob- 


ject, as ſhall appear to them moſt proper. 


Wm. SHARMAN, CHAIRMAN, 


2 * VN s oY . 


LETTER from the Duke of 


Richuoxp to the Committee of 
| Correſpondence at Liſburn, 


STR; 


I HAVE been Hoare with a Letter 


from Belfaſt, dated the 19th of July 


laſt, written in the name of the Com- 


5 mittee 


1 26 1 


mittee of Correſpondence appointed by 


the Delegates of Forty-five Volunteer 


Corps aſſembled at Liſburn on the 1ſt of 


the ſame Month, „for taking prepara- 


% tory Steps. to forward their Intentions 


on the ſubject of a more equal Repre- 


© ſentation of the People in Parliament,” 


and figned by . their Sen Henry 
| Joys juor. ** 


In this Letter, after ſnewing the cor- 


rupt. State of the Boroughs in Ireland, 


the general Opinion of the People that 
the Conſtitution can be reſtored to its 
ancient Purity and Vigor by no other 
Means than a Parliamentaty reform, and- 


informing me of the Steps which have 
been taken and are taking by the Volun- 
teers, in determining to procure this 
deſireable Object, the Committee is 
5 pleaſed to requeſt my ſentiments and 
Advice as to the beſt, moſt. eligible 
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«« and moſt ptacticable Mode ef de- 
e ſtroying. reſtraining, or counteracting 


« this Hydra of Corruption, Borough 


„Influence, in order to lay my Opinion 


before the Provincial Aſſembly of Dow 
<< legates, which is to be held at Dun- 


<< gannon on the Sch of September next.” 


This great Mark of Confidence, from 


Gentlemen in whom ſo much Truſt is 


Placed, does me great honor; for as 1 


have not the pleaſure of being perſonally 
known to any of them, I can owe it but 
to the favorable Opinion they are pleaſed 


to entertain of my conſtant and zealous 


Endeavonrs in the Public Service. 


4 am ſenſible that the only proper re» 
turn I can make for this honorable Diſ- 


tinction, is to obey their Commands in 


the beſt Manner J am able; for although 


my inſufficiency for ſo arduous a Taſk 


1 would 


{8 ] 
would afford me but too good an excuſe 


for declining it, yet 1 feel it would be 
inconſiſtent with my Ideas of the Obliga- 


tion every Man is under to ſerve the 
Public as well as he can, if I was to re- 

| fuſe giving my Opinions, ſuch as they 
are; when thus called upon by a a 
2 60 of Gentlemen, 


„ „ 2 


+ 1 1 My mability, J have to regret 

the Want of Time to collect and arrange 

my Thoughts in ſuch a Manner as to be 
fit to appear before you, and the neceſſary yk 


0 Iimits of a Letter, which will not ad- 

* mit of the extenſive Inveſtigation which 

; a Subject of this vaſt Importance de- : 
1 ſerves; for although I fear l muſt be # 
| long, I am ſenſible 1 cannot do it 
EL 1 won 
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P7777 . * 


1:4 The Subject of a Parliamentary Reſorm 
| is that, which of all others, in my Opi- 
5 nion, moſt deſerves the Attention of the ; 
| * Public, | 


L 29 f 

Public, as I conceive it would include 
every other Advantage which a Nation 
can wiſh; and I have no Heſitation in 
ſaying, that from every Conſideration 
which I have been able to give to this 
great Queſtion that for many Years has 
occupied my Mind, and from every Day's | 
Experience to the preſent Hour, Iam 
more and more convinced that the reſtor- 


-ing the Right. of vating univerſally to 
every Man, not incapacitated by Nature 
for want of Reaſon, or by Law for the 
s Commiſſion of Crimes, together with an- 
' nual Elections, is the only Reform that 


can be effectual and permanent. I am 


= De. cw 


: further conv: inced that it is the only Re- 
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1 | form that | is practicable. - - 
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All ther Plans that are of a palliative 
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Nature bave been found inſufficient to 


e 
© 


intereſt and animate the great Body of the i 
. People, from whoſe Earneſtneſs alone 


any Reform can be expected. A long = 


_ Excluſion 


{ 8 


Excluſion from any Share in the Legiſla- 
ture of their Country has rendered the 
great Maſs of the People indifferent whe- 
ther the Monopoly that ſubſiſts, con- 
tinues in the Hands of a more or leſs 


extended Company ; or whether it is di- 


vided by them into Shares of ſomewhat 

mote or leſs - juſt Proportions. The 

Public feels itſelf unconcerned in theſe 

Conteſts, except as to the Oppreſſions it 

_ -endures, and the Exactions it ſuffers, | 
"which it knows muſt continue fo long as 


the People remain deprived of all Con- 
troul over their Repreſentatives. This 


Indifference of theirs, when the laſt At- 


tempt was made for additional County 


' Members, was uſed by our Opponents as 
an Argument againſt all Reform; it was 
aſked with a triumphant Air, where are | 
the Petitions from the Inhabitants of ; 
| Birmingham, Mancheſter, Hallifax, and 


other great unrepreſented Towns? And 


their Silence was deemed a Proof of 
their 
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their Acquieſcence and Satisfaction in 
the preſent Form of Elections! The, 
Truth is, that the People have been ſo 
often deceived that they will now ſcarce» 
Or any Set of Men; and nothing 


but | ſelf-evident Conviction, that a 


Meaſure tends effectually to the Re- 
covery of their Rights, can, or indeed 
ougght to intereſt them in its Favor. 


The leſſer Reform has been attempted 


with every poſſible Advantage in its Fa- 
vor; not only from the zealous Support 
of the Advocates for a more effectual 
one, but from the Aſſiſtance of Men of 


great weight both in and out of Power. 
But witlr all theſe Temperaments and : 
Helps it has failed. Not one Proſelyte 
has been gained from Corruption, nor 
bas the leaſt Ray of Hope been held out 


from any Quarter that the Houſe of 
Commons was inclined to adopt any 


other Mode of Reform, The Weight 
of 


1 1 
of Corruption has cruſhed this more 
gentle, as it would have defeated any 
more efficacious Plan in the ſame Cir- 


cumſtances. From that Quarter there- 


fore I have nothing to hope. It is from 
the People at large that I expect any 
Good. And I am convinced that the 


only Way to make them feel that they 


are really concerned in the Buſineſs, 78 
to contend for their /ull, clear and indiſ- 
putable Rights of Univerſal Repreſentation. 
I call them ſuch, not only from my own 
"Conviction, but from the Admiſſion of 


the Friends to the more moderate Plau, 


who, in the ſecond Addreſs of the York- 


ſhire Committee to the People, confeſs 


that our Claims are founded on the true 


Principles of the Conſtitution, and only 


object to them on account of Impracti- 
cability. But their Plan has now had a 


fair Trial, and (if it is from the Incli- 
nation of Parliament that Practicability 
is to be expected) Has been found as im- 
| practicable 
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practicable as ours. The more extenſive 


Plan, at the ſame Tio that its Operation 


is more compleat, depends on a more 


ff ual dapper that of the People. 


I am alſo perſuaded that if hs Scheme 


for additional County Members had pro- 
cceded any further, infinite Difficulties 


would have ariſen in adjuſting it. Neither 


the Yorkſhire Commi ittee nor Mr. Pitt 


have given the Detail of their Plan. A 


Juſt Reparation would have been a moſt 
d intricate Taſk, for where different Inte- 


reſts are ſeparately repreſented, the Pro- 


portion is not very eaſy to aſcertain. 


The Doubt you ſtate concerning this 
i Mode of Reform appears to me well 
founded ; a few great F amilies might di- 
vide a County between them and chuſe 


the Members by a Houſe Liſt, like Eaſt 


Iadia Directors. Another Difficulty from 


the Increaſe of the Number of Memhers 


Which might render the Houſe more tu- 


ä multuous 
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multuous than deliberative, has its 


weight, But the preateſt Objection, in 
my Opinion, to this and to every other 
narrow and contracted Plan of Reform, 
is, that it proceeds upon the ſame bad 
Principle as the Abuſe it pretends to rec- 
tify; it is till partial and unequal; a vaſt 
Majority of the Community is {till left 


unrepreſented; and its moſt eſſential Con- 
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cerns, Life, Liberty and Property continue 
in the abſolute Diſpoſal of thoſe whom 
they do not chuſe, and over whom they 1 
have no Controul. In the Arrangements 
of Plans of this Kind there is no leading 
Principle to determine chat the Addition 
ought to be, one Hundred, Fifty, or 
Two Hundred; that the Allotment ſhould 


be according to the Population, Proper- 


ty, or Taxes paid in each County ; that 
any ſuppoſed Proportion between the 
landed and trading Intereſt is the juſt 
one, and that the Piviſion of County and 
City Members will correſpond with this 


Proportion 
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Proportion when found. All is at Sea 


without any Compaſs to enable us to 


diſtinguiſh the ſafe from the dangerous 


Courſe. 


But in the more liberal and great Plan 


of univerſal Repreſentation, a clear and 


diſtinct Principle at once appears that 


cannot lead us wrong: Not Conveniency 


but Right: If it is not a Maxim of our 


Conſtitution, that a Britiſh Subject is to 


be governed only by Laws to which he 
has conſented by himſelf or his Repre- 
ſentative, we ſhould inſtantly abandon 


the Error; but if it is the Eſſential of 


Freedom, founded on the eternal Prin- 


ciples of Juſtice and Wiſdom, and our 
unalienable Birth Right, we ſhould not 
heſitate in aſſer rting it, Let us then but 


determine to act on this broad Principle, 


of giving 70 every man bis own, and we 
| ſhall immediately get rid of all the Per- 


plexities to which the narrow Notions 


of 
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of Partiality and. Excluſion muſt. ever hs 


ſabject: 


In the digeſting a Plan upon this Noble 


Foundation we ſhall not find any Diffi- 


culty, that the moſt common Under- 


ſtanding and Pains will not eaſily ſur- 


mount. It does not require half the 


Ingenuity of a common Tax Bill; and 
as 2 Proof of this Ailcrtion, I myſelf drew 
the Form of a Bill for this Purpoſe, which 
I . preſented to the Houſe of Lords in 
1780 ; not as a perfect Work, but merely 


to ſhew how eaſily the Objections to the 
Practicability of the Plan, and the Incon- 
veniences that are e ſuggeſted, might De --- 


got over. 


1 believe the ſending you a copy of 


my Bill will be the beſt way of explain- 
ing its Operations. I have not one ready 
at this moment, but it ſhall ſoon follow 
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I $HALL therefore only mention at preſent 


a few of its proviſions, which I think en- 
tirely remove the moſt plauſible objections 


that have been urged againſt it. 


1 Tu preſent number of Members in the 
Houſe of Commons is preſerved, ſo that 


all apprehenſion from too numerous an aſ- 


ſembly, ceaſes. 


Ax account of the whole number of 
males of age in the kingdom is to be ta- 
ken and divided by the number of Members 
to be ſent, which will find the quota of 


Electors to chuſe one Member; from the 


beſt accounts I can now get, it will be 


about Two Thouſand Six Hundred; theſe 


are to be formed into Diſtricts or Boroughs 


irom the moſt contiguous Pariſhes; and 


by having all the Elections throughout the 


kingdom in one and the ſame day, and taken 


G > in 


1 Et of 38 ) 
in each pariſh, all fear of riot and tumult 


' vaniſhes, 


Tux great expence of Elections, which 
ariſes chieffy from the coſt of conveying 
Electors to the place of poll, and entertain- 
; ing them there and on the road, will be no 


more when every man will vote in his own 


pariſh, Bribery muſt entirely ceaſe; in a 
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ſingle | Borough it would be difficult, 
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on ſo many as to have any effect, impoſ- 
fible. The numbers to be bought would * 
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be infinitely too great for any purſe. Be- 
ſides, Annual Parliaments, by their fre- 
quency and by their ſhortneſs, would 


doubly operate in preventing Corruption. 


ENT es _ 
2 1827 


Tre vaſt expence of petitions to Par- 


liament on account of illegal Returns, 
would be reduced almoſt to nothing. The 
points on which theſe conteſts generally 


turn, are the qualifications of the Electors 


under 
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under the numberleſs reſtrictions the pre- 
ſent Laws have impoſed, which require the 


attendance of witneſſes, the production of 


records, and are ſubject to infinite diſ- 
pute. But when no other qualification ſhall 
be neceſſary but that of being a Britiſh 
Subject, and of age, there can be but little 
left to contend upon as to the Right of 
Electors to vote. All other queſtions that 
could afford ground for a Petition would 


be trifling, and might be decided in one 


day. Many other objections are obviated by 


the Bill, but it is needleſs here to mention 


them. 


* 


BuT there is another ſort of objection 


againſt which no proviſion can be made, 


as it is merely imaginary. It is feared by 


ſome, that the influence of power and 


riches, will give to the Ariſtocracy ſo great 
a lead in theſe Elections as to place the 
whole Government in their hands. Others 
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again dread, that when paupers and the 


loweſt orders of the people ſhall have an 


equal vote with the firſt Commoner in the 


kingdom, we ſhall fall into all the confu- 
fion of a democratick Republick. The 


contrariety of theſe two apprehenſions 


might of itſelf be a ſufficient proof that 


neither extreme will take place. It i is true, 
that the pooreſt man in the kingdom will 
have an equal vote with the firſt, for the 
choice of the perſon to whom he truſts 


his all ; and I think he ought to have that 


equal degree of ſecurity againſt oppreſſion. 


It is alſo true, that men of ſuperior fortunes, 


will have a ſuperior degree of weight and 


| influence ; ; and I think that as education 


and knowledge generally attend property, 
thoſe who poſſeſs them ought to have 
weight and influence with the more ig- 


norant. But he eſſential difference will 


be, that altho the people may be led they 


cannot be driven. Property will have its 
weight, 


1 


weight, as it ever muſt have, in all Govern- 


ments; and I conceive that in this plan, it 
will preciſely find its juſt proportion com- 


bined with talents and character, A man 


of great property that is beloved and eſteem- 


ed, will, as he ought, have the grontel 
ſway ; but tyranny and co tho at- 


tended with riches, may be reſiſted, and will 


no longer be attended with a dn tenure 


at command. 


ANoTHER ſubject of apprehenſion is, 


that the principle of allowing to every 


man an equal right to vote tends to equa- 


 lity in other reſpects, and to level property. 
To me it ſeems to have a direct contrary 
tendency. The equal rights of men to 
ſecurity from oppreſſion, and to the enjoy- 


ments of life and liberty, ſtrike me as per- 


fectly compatible with their unequal ſhares 


of induſtry, labour, and genius, which 


are 
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are the origin of inequality of fortunes. 


The equality and inequality of men are 
both founded in Nature; and whilſt we do 


i not confound the two, and only ſupport 


| her eſtabliſhments, we cannot err. The 


protection of property appears to me one of 
the moſt eſſential ends of ſociety ; and fo 
far from injuring it by this plan, I conceive 
it to be the only means of preſerving it ; 
for the preſent ſyſtem is haſtening with great 


ſtrides to a perfect equality in univerſal 


poverty. 


IT hds been ſaid, that this plan of ex- 
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tending the right of voting to every indivi- 
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of quiet and well diſpoſed perſons; and _ q 
that if paupers, vagabonds, and perſons of 


no property, were left out, there would be 7 


no objection to extend it to all houſeholders 


and 


tm 


and perſons paying taxes, and that the ſame 


diviſion into diſtrias might take place. 


My anſwer is, that I know of no man, let 


him be ever ſo poor, who in his conſump- 


tion of food and uſe of raiment, does not 


pay taxes ; and that J would wiſh to encou- 


rage an enthuſiaſm for his country in the 
breaſt of every ſubject, by giving him his 
juſt ſhare in its Government. I readily ad- 
mit, that ſuch an alteration would be a vaſt 


improvement; F but I muſt prefer the ad- 


hering rigidly to a ſelf-evident principle, 
eſpecially when attended with no inconve- 


nience in the execution, that 1 can foreſee. 


Beſides, we ſhould again fall into the diffi- 


culties of drawing the line of ſeparation, 


and into the diſputes about qualification. 


| Tur apprehenſions that our Government 
will become too democratick, have been 


urged 


* 
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urged on another ground, It has been faid, 


that the Houſe of Commons has uſurped the 
whole power of Government: that the 


Crown in reality no longer polleſſcs its ne- 


gative, and muſt in all things be ruled by 
the Houſe of Commons: that the Houſe of 
Lords, in conſequence of its excluſion (by 


the will of the Houſe of Commons and not 


by law) from interfering i in money bills, no 
longer in fact exerciſes the functions of a 


branch of the Legiſlature: that the only 


means by which the ballance of the Conſti- 


tution is now in any degree preſerved, is by 
the irregular influence of the Crown and of 


the Peers in the Houſe of Commons: and 


that if they are totally excluded from inter- 


ference there, as is ſuppoſed will be the 
caſe if this Bill paſſes, and are not reſtored to | 


their original ſhare of power, the equili- 


brium will be deſtroyed, and the Govern- 


ment become purely democratick. 
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To remedy this objection, it has been 


_ anſwered by others, that it is but ju” and 


reaſonable, and that they mean at the ſame 


firae that the Commons are reſtored to their 


rights, that the Crown and the Peers ſhould 


recover theirs. This anſwer has been ridi- 
culed in my opin: on with more wit, than 

lidit7 of argument. It has been repreſent- 
ed as admitting, that whilſt the Houſe of 
Commons continue corrupt, the King and 
Lords ſhouid ſubmit to its deciſions; but 
that when it ould really ſpeak the voice of 


che People, then it would be right to revive 


che dormant powers of reliſting it. 


For my part, I agree in opinion with thoſe 


who a are for reſtoring to all parts of f the State 


cheir juſt rights at the ſame time; to do it 


_ generally, not partial] u, is vhat I muſt con- 
tend for. At the ſame time, I admit that I 


am not for reſtoring che negative of the 
H Crown. 
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Crown, My reaſon is, that it appears to me 
prepoſterous, that the will of one man ſhould 
| for ever obſtruct every regulation which all 
| the reſt of the nation may think neceſſary. 


I object to it, as I would to any other prero- 
gative of the Crown, or privilege of the 
Lords, or People, that is not founded on 


reaſon. 


Bor U agree, that if che Houſe of Com- 


mons was reduced to its natural depend- 


ence on the P eople alone, and the preſent 
ſyſtem of making it the excluſive part of 
Government was continued, we ſhould ap- 


proach to a pure Democracy more than our 


conſtitution warrants, or than I with to 


ſee. Iam not for a democratick, any more . 


than for an ariſtocratick, or monarchick 


_ Government, ſolely ; I am for that ad- 


mirable mixture of the three, that our 
inimitable and comprchenſive Conſtitution 


has 


( 6000 
has eſtabliſhed: I wiſh to ſee the execu- 


tive part of Government revert to where 


the Conſtitution has originally placed it, 


in the hands of the Crown to be carried 
on by its Miniſters: thoſe Miniſters un- 


der the controul of Parliament: and Par- 
liament under the controul of the People. 
4 would not have Parliament made, as it 
daily is, a party concerned in every Act of 
State, whereby it becomes the executive, 
for which it is not calculated, and loſes its 


ſuperintending and controuling power, 


which is the main end of its inſtitution. 


For when the two Houſes, are | previouſly 


pledged by addrefles, votes and reſolu- 
tions, it becomes extremely difficult for 


them afterwards to cenſure meaſures in 


which they have been ſo deeply en n 


acts of their own. Another great incon- 


yenience ariſes from Parliament 8 taking ſo 
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much of the executive of Government on 


the ſeſſions; an evil which of late has 


greatly encreaſed. Now that Parliament is 
| engaged in every detail in order to ſcreen 
the Miniſter, it never can finiſh its buſi- 
neſs till the middle of the ſummer, when 


che independent country gentleman, tired 


' bf a long attendance and hot weather in 
tom, is retired to his private buſineſs in 
the country, and that of the Publick left 
to be ſettled in thin Houſes by a few de- 
pendents of the Miniſter. A ſhort ſeſſion 
of two or three months would be 7 ſuffi-- 
cient to examine the expenditure of former 

| grants, to make new ones, to redreſs grie- 
vances, and paſs ſuch general laws as cir- 
| cumſtances might require. The inconve- 
niency and expence to a private Member of 
Parliament in attending his duty would then 

be trifling: and inſtead of forty Commoners 


and 
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and three Peers to form a Quorum to deci 
the greateſt matters of State, the attendance 


of two-thirds of each body, which would 


give reſpect to their proceedings, might and 


ought to be required. I am alſo free to oun 


thall be \effeQtually: NPE S 51 


any influence in the Houſe of Commons, as 


I chink it muſt by this Bill, it ſhould at the 
ſame time recover its equal rights i in every 


reſpect wich the Houſe of Commons as à Cos 


ordinate branch of the Legiſlature. Theſe 


ſentiments are, I think, conſonant to che idea 


fo weil expreſſed in your Letter to the Volun- 


teer Army of the Province of Ulſter, 6e to 


: «© reſtore to the Crown its original ſplendor, 


to Nobility 7 its ancient privileges, and to 
. the Nayolt at t Large its inherent rights. 


- 3BLIEVE T have now troubled you with 


Wl that! is neceſſary n, my plan. My 


Bill 
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Bill will ſhew the detail as far as concerns 
the Houſe of Commons and the election of 
Scotch Peers: the regulations for reſtoring 
to the Crown: its executive, and to the Houſe 


of Lords its deliberative functions, ſhould be 


added to and form a part of this Bill; but! 
have not as yet had * and leiſure to pre- 


Pare them 


| 
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1 -In What 1 have ſaid, I have ſhewn my 
opinion concerning the 1ſt, zd, 4th, 6th 


and 8th queſtions you have propoſed to me. 


There remain the 2d, 3 and 7th to be 


contidered, 
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be aches: to | the from, ahh I pre- 


ſume <lates to the admiſſion of Roman 
Catholicks to. vote at elections, I can only 
fay, that the ſame principles which go to 
civil liberty, equally lead to liberty of con- 
7 (cience ; ; 1 admire with you the glorious 
ſpirit = 


& | 
ſpirit of toleration which you ſay has united 
the once diſtracted inhabitants of Ireland 
into one indiſſoluble maſs : and I am ſure 


that nothing ſhort of evident danger to the 
| 4 ; State can warrant its interference in reli- 
[ I gious Opinions. But unacquainted as I am 
with the ſtate of Ireland, it · is impoſſible for 
me to know the preſent temper and diſpoſi- 


tion of the Roman Catholics there; and 


thoſe only who are on the ſpot can judge 
how far excluſions of this ſort are neceſſary, 


or ought to extend. 


WIE regard to the 5th queſtion, if vot- 


ing by ballot is adviſeable? I am clearly of 
opinion that it is not. The idea of a ballot 
can have ariſen but to avoid the effect of 
ſome improper influence; and I conceive it 
much more noble, directly to check that 
influence, than indirectly to evade it by con- 


cea ment and deccit. I am convinced that 


trivial 
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trivial circumſtances in things like chis tend 
greatly to form the national character; and 
that it is moſt conſiſtent with that of a 
Britiſh or Iriſh freeman, that all his actions 
ſhould be open and avowed, and that he 

ſhould not be aſhamcd of declaring in the 
face of his country whom he wiſhes to intruſt 
with its intereſts. Upon the ſame idea that 
ballots may be a cover for Independence, 


they muſt alſo be a cioak- for Eribery and a 
ſchool for Lying and Deceit. 


As to the 7th queſtion, whether it would 
not be equitable or expedient chat Boroughs 
now in the poſſeſſion of individuals ſhould 
be purchaſed by the nation; I think, that 
altho no man can have a Hrict claim in 
equity to be refunded the iois of what neither 
buyer nor {eller had a right to bz 2rter, yet it 
will be wiſe to purchaſe the good will, or at 
leaſt to ſoften the reſiſtance, of the preſent 


powerful 
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powerful poſſeſſors of Boroughs by a moſt 


ample compenſation. The liberties of a 


nation cannot be bought too dear. but the 


| whole coſt of theſe Boroughs would not 


amount to the profits of one jobbing contract. 


I HAVE now anfivered all the queſtions 


you have been pleaſed to propoſe; but I 


muſt mention another advantage which 
_ ought to recommend the meaſures you are 
purſuing to every friend to the internal. 


Pu and quiet of the kingdom, which 


that when the people have obtained a 


— legal, and ſpeedy way of giving 
effect to their ſentiments, there can no 


longer be any apprehenſion of their en- 


deavouring to redreſs themſelves by mobs 


and tumults; and even ſuch regular and 
well- conducted meetings as yours will be- 


come needleſs. 1 mention this circum- 


1 2 ſtance 


640 

ſtance with the more ſatisfaction, as it 
ſtamps your conduct with the moſt un- 
cequivocal marks of diſintereſted patriot- 
iſm. Power, when once acquired, is ge- 
nerally endeavoured to be preſerved by its 
poſſeſſors; but you, after having taken up 
yours from neceſſity, and employed it uſeful- 
ly, are now endeavouring with unexampled 
virtue to render its continuance unneceſſa- 
ry. For great as your ſervices have been, 
in ſo ſoon forming a compleat army, 
in the advantages you have procured for 
your country, in the good order you have 
preſerved, and in the efficacy You have 
given to law, you vill derive ſtill greater 
credit, in my opinion, from your good 
ſenſe in ſeeing that a great military force 
totally unconnected with the civil govern- 
ment cannot be a permanent eſtabliſhment 
in a free country, whoſe firſt principle is, 


never 
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never to truſt abſolute power in any hands 


whatever, Your preſent endeavours to re- 


ſtore the Conſtitution to its purity and vi- 


gor evidently tend to make this and every 


extraordinary inſtitution unneceſſary for 
when the people are fairly and equally re- 


preſented in Parliament, when they have 


annual opportunities of changing their De- 
puties, and through them of controuling 


every abuſe of Government in a ſafe, eaſy 


and legal way, there can be no longer any 


reaſon for recurring to thoſe ever dan- 


gerous though ſometimes neceflary expe- 


dients of an armed force, which nothing 
but a bad Government can juſtify. Such 


a magnanimous end to your proceedings, 


when, after having reſtored Liberty, Com- 


merce, and F ree Government to your 


Country, you ſhall voluntarily retire to 


the noble character of private Citizens, 


Tz — peaceably 
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peaceably enjoying the bleſſings you have 


procured, will crown your labours with 
everlaſting glory, and is worthy the genuine 
patriotick ſpirit which animates the Irith 


Volunteers. 


Beyore I conclude, I beg leave to ex- 


preſs a wiſh, that the mutually eſſential con- 
nection between Great Britain and Ireland 


may ſoon be ſettled on ſome liberal and fair 


footing. That which did ſubſiſt was on 


ſuch narrow and abſurd principles that no 


friend to either kingdom can regret its loſs. 


Founded on conſtraint and dependence, in- 


compatible with the condition of freemen, 


Ireland had an indiſputable right to diſ- 
fled it whenever ſhe choſe ſo to do. But 


ſurely, if we do not mean a total ſeparation, 


It would be right to agree upon ſome new 


terms by which we are to continue con- 
nected. 
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nected. I have always thought it for the in- 
tereſt of the two Iflands to be incorporated 


and form one and the ſame Kingdom, with 


the ſame Legiſlature meeting ſometimes in 


Ireland as well as in England: But if there 


- are difficulties to ſuch an Union not to be 
got over at preſent, ſome ſort of federal 


| Union at leaſt between ihe: two Kingdoms 


ſeems neceflary to aſcertain the many Cir- 


cumſtances that concern their joint inte- 


reſts; and an Union of this ſort may now 


. De formed with much greater propriety than 
before, as it will be ſanctified by the free 


conſent of Independent Nations. 


I do conceive that ſome ſtep of this 
ſort 1s abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe the pre- 


ſent footing, of Separation rather than Union, 


is too unfair to be able long to ſubſiſt. En- 


gland, beſides the load of the whole debt 


contracted 


(56) 
contracted for the uſe of both Kingdoms, 


bears all the burdens of naval defence and 


foreign negociations, and by far more than 
its proportion of the land ſervice in time 
of war. But what is worſe, is, that there is 
no certainty now left that we ſhall have the 
ſame enemies and the ſame friends: different 
intereſts, as they may appear, may lead one 
Kingdom to think a war neceſſary, and the 
other to remain in peace: The ſame King, 
in his different Kingdoms, may think it 
wiſe to follow the advice of his reſpective 


Parliaments: I need ſcarcely add, that the 


3 unavoidable conſequences of ſuch a diffe- 


rence are a war between the two Kingdoms. 
Unleſs ſonie ſettlement takes place upon 
theſe and many other important ſubjects, I 


am far from. being clear that it will be for 


the advantage of liberty in either Kingdom, 
that its Monarch ſhould continue the Sove- 


reign. 
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of ſuch an Union, and that it requires great 


( 59 ) 


reign of A neighbouring State ith which! it 


has no connection. J am ſenſible that there 


are great difficulties attending the ad} uſtment 


* 


wiſdom and tem per to form it, eſpecially on 


che part of Ireland, which muſt feel that ſhe 
ought to give the preponderance to Great 
Britain; but I am ſure the buſineſs ought 
not to be neglected, and that every true 


friend to both Kingdoms ought to give it 


his moſt zealous aſſiſtance. 


I BIG pardon for having gone into a 


ſubject not immediately belonging to that 


upon which you have deſired my opinion; 


but 1 thought it ſo connected with it, and 


time ſo important, that I truſt 


vou F 2 my having introduced it. 


J fear 1 have been very long; but it was im- 


> poffible for me to compreſs ſo much mat - 


ter into a less compaſs; and when you wiſhed 
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to have my opinion, I thought it beſt to give 
it fully, or at leaſt as fully as I could in 
a Letter. If it contains one thought that 


| can be uſeful, I ſhall be happy. I have only 


to aſſure the Committee of the zeal I feel 


for the cauſe the Voluntcers have under- 


taken, to the ſupport of which J ſhall ever 


be ready to give every aſſiſtance in my 
power ; and that it is with the higheſt re- 
ſpect and admiration for their conduct that I 


have the honour to be 


Their moſt obedient 


and moſt humble Servant, 


RICHMOND, &c. 


To Lieut. Colonel SHARMAN. 


New PupLicaTions . printed for J. Srock pal, 
oppoſite BuxLinGToOxN-Houss, Piccabil Tx. | 


5 HE CONSTITUTIONS of the ſeveral INDEPEN- 

DENT STATES. of AMERICA ; the Declaration of 
Independence: and the Articles of Confederation between the 
ſaid States. To which are now added, the Declaration of 
Rights; the Non-Importation Agreement; and the Petition of 
Congreſs to the King delivered by Mr. PENN, | 


4 | . 1. WEEK AN i „ 
APPENDIX, containing the Treaties between his Moſt Chri- 
flian Majeſty and the United States of America; the Provi- 
_ fional Treaty with America; and (never before publiſhed) an 
Authentic Copy of the Treaty concluded between their High 
Mightineſſes the States-General and the United States of 
America, The whole arranged, with a PRETACcH and De i- 
CATION, by the Rev. WILLIAM JACKSON. Neatly printed 
in One Large Volume in OQavo (embelliſhed with a beautiful 
engraved Likeneſs of General WASHIR GTO). Price 65. in 
Boards. LEY 2 | 


An ESSAY on the TRUE INTERESTS and RESOURCES 
of the Empire of the King of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. &c. 
&c, By the Earl of Aldborough. Phice 6d, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON's celebrated Circular LET. 
TER of RESIGNATION, addreſſed to his Excellency WIL. 
> , LIAM GREENE, Eſq. Governor of the State of Rhode-Iſland. 
2 Price d. "OE | 5 3 
5 This Letter is deſigned as an Appendix to the Pamphlet 
entitled Addreſſes and Recommendations of Congreſs to the 

United States of America,“ as General Waſhington particular» 
ly refers to that Publication; the Letcer is therefore printed on 

the ſame ſize and type as the Pamphlet, as being mutually 
illuſtrative of each other. 5 | 


Juſt publiſhed, price 28. By Order of Congreſi, | 
| ADDRESSES? and RECOMMENDATIONS to the 
STATES, by the UNITED STATES in Congreſs aſſembled. 
Philadelphia, printed by C. Claypole, and re-printed for 
J. Stockdale, oppoſite Burlington-Hcuſe, Piccadilly, :--- 


{7 GENERAL WASHINGTON mentions the preceding 

Pamphlet in terms of the higheſt commendation. In his Letter 

. of Reſignation, there is the following paſſage: As to the 
[ ſecond article, which reſpects the performance of public juſtice, 
: EEE” mM B Congreſ⸗ 


Nxw PunL1ications printed for J. SrockpaLE. 


Congreſs have, in their late Addreſs to the United States, al- 
moit exnauſted the ſubject ; hey have explained their ideas fo 
Fully, and hare enforced the obligations the States are under to 
render complete juſtice to all the public creditors, with fo much 
.digviiy and energy, that, in my opinion, no rea! friend to the 
Honour and Independence of America can heſitate a moment 
reſpecting the propriety of complying with che juſt and honour- 
able meaſures propoſed.“ 


See Waſhington's late Leiter, dated 8th * 178 3, price © 64. 
A ftriking Likeneſc of Gen. Waſhingroa, Price 155. 


| | Another at 1s, 


' LETTERS on the AMERICAN WAR; addreſſed to . 
Right Worſhipful the Mayor and Corporation, to the Worſhip- 
ful the Wardens and Co poration of the Trinity Houſe, and to 
the Worthy Burgeſſes ot the Town of Kingiton upon Hull. 
By DAVID HAR LEV. Eſq. Member of Parliament for the 
Town of Kingllon upon Hull, 1 n Edition, Price 18. 6d. 


"REFLECTIONS on the PRESENT STATE of EN- 
GLAND, and the INDEPENDENCE of AMERICA. 
By THO. DAY, Eſq- Third Edition, with Additions- 
Price 26. 6d. | 


FACTS and their CONSEQUENCES: ' ſubmitted to the 
Conſideration of the Public at large; but more particular= 
ly te that of the FINANCE MinisTER, and thoſe who are, or 
mean to become, Creditors of the State. To which is added, a 
Poſticript, containing Thoughts on the Alteration ſaid to be in- 
tended of the Land Tax. by n Earl of STAIR. Fourth 


Edition, Price 18. 


STATE of the PUBLIC DEBTS, and of the Ae teren | 
and Benefits paid for them ; as they will ſtand on the. 5th of Ja- 
nuary, 1783 Likewiſe as they will ſtand (if the War continues) 
on the 5th of January, 1784. To which the Attention of the 
Public is humbly requeſted, before they decide as to Peace or 
War. Together with ſome Thoughts on the Extent to which 
the State may be benefited by Oeconomy ; and alſo Reflections 
on the Conduct and Merit of the Parties contending for Power, 
By JOHN Earl of STAIR, Seventh nn FO IS, 
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An ATTEMPT to balance the INCOME and EXPEN- 
DITURE of the STATE: With ſome Reflections on the 
Nature and Teudency of the late P-litical Struggles for 
Power. By JO HN Earl of STAIR; Second Ed: tion. 
Price 18. 


An ADDRESS to the PEOPLE of the NETHERLANDS, 
on the preſent alarming and moſt dangerous Situation of the 
REPUBLIC of HOLLAND; ſhewing the true Motives of the 
moſt unpardonable Delays of the Executive Power in putting the 
Republic into a proper State of Defence, and the Advantages of 
an Alliance with Holland, France, and America. By a Dutch- 
man. Tranſlated from the Dutch Pans Price 28, 6d. 


The LONDON KALENDAR, or COURT and. ciTY 
REGISTER, for 1784 ; including all the new Peers lately 
created; new Members; Alterations in all the different De- 
partments under Government, in Great-Britain, Ireland, and 
America; with a complete Liit of the Sovereigns of Europe $ -- 
the Preſidents of the Congreſs, from 1774; Preſidents and Gd- 
vernors of the American States; and a Number of other new 
Liſts; not to be found in any other Publication. Containing 
complete Lifts of Britiſh and Iriſh Houſes of Parliament; Eſta- 
bliſhments of England, Scotland, Ireland, America, &c. correct 
| Liſts of the Peereſſes, Baronets, Univerſities, Seminaries, Hoſpi- 
. tals, Charities, Governors, Public Offices; Army, Navy, Col» 
lectors at the different Ports, &c. 


This London Kalendar is upon a Plan much more + extenſive | 
and uſeful than any other Book of the Kind yet publiſhed, 
Price 25, 


Be N to aft for Tae Lonpon KALENDAR, printed 
Pos . e c. ab hicb may be had i in n fellows 
ing different Ways. | 


I. With Stockdale's New Companion to the London Kar 
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II. With the Arms of all the Peers of England, Scotland, and | 
Ireland ; 
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STOCK DAEE's NEW COMPANION. to the LONDON 
KALEND AR, and COURT and CITY REGISTER, for 
the Year 1784 ; being a Liſt of all the CHANGES in ADMI- 
.NISTRATION, from the Acceſſion of the preſent King, in 
October 1760, to the preſent Time. To which is prefixed, a 
Liſt of the late and preſent HOUSE of COMMONS, ſhewing 
the Changes made in the Members of Parliament by the General 
Election in September 1780, with the Names of the Candidates 
where the Elections were conteſted, the Numbers polled, and 
the Deciſions ſince made by the Select Committees. Alſo the 
Dates when each City and Borough firſt ſent Repreſentatives to 


Parliament, the Right of Election in each Place, and the ſup- 
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INDEX of NAMES. Price is. 55 | 
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: 3 An ADDRESS to the CommtTTEE of the County of Loxx, 
en the State of PUBLIC AFFAIRS. By DAVID HARTLEY, 
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The PEOPLE's BARRIER againſt undue Influence and 
Corruption; or, The Commons* Houſe of Parliament accord- 
jag to the Conftitation ; in which the Objections to an Equal 
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are anſwered ; and a digeſted Plan for the whole is ſubmitted 
to the Public. By JOHN CARTWRIGHT. The Second 


© Edition, Price 25. 6d. 


GIVE US OUR RIGHTS ! or, A Letter to the preſent 


_ EleQtors of Middleſex and the Metropolis; ſhewing what thofe 
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ruption, and the Ruin of the State, By JOHN CART- 
WRIGHT, Eſq. Major to the Nottinghamſhire Regiment of 


„ Mimmia. Price 15. 
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LETTERS to the Deputies of the Aſſociated and Paticiodlag 
Counties, Cities, and Towns, on the Means neceſſary to a Re- 


| formation of Parliament. By ny JOHN CAR renn 
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Price 1s. 


THOUGHTS on a REFORM i ia the Repreſentation F the 
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Hon. WILLIAM PITT, Price 18. 6d. 


The NATURE and EXTENT of SUPREME POWER, in 
a Letter to the Rev. Davin WiLLIams, (Author of Letters on 
Political Liberty) thewing the ultimate end of Human Power, 
and a free Government, under God; and in which Mr. Locke's 
Theory of Government is examined and explained, contrary. to 
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ments on the ſupremacy of the People. By M. DAWES, Eſꝗ. 
Price IS, 


ALETTER from Mr. DAWES to , JOHN HORNE TOOKE, 
Eſq. occaſioned by a part of his Speech to the Middleſex Free- 
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AN ESSAY on CRIMES and PUNISHMENTS, with T 
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| LYSIS of the LOWER EXTREMITIES. To which is pre- 
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SUBSTANCE of the CHARGE of MISMANAGEMENT 
in his Majeſty's Naval Affairs in the Year 1781, compared 
with the Authentic Papers laid before the Houſe on Mr. Fox's 


Motion, in the month of February, 1782. To which i is 4m 
A Complete Liſt of the Diviſion. Price 18. 


OBSERVATIONS on the MUTINY BILL ; with fone 
Strictares on Lord Buckinghamſhire's Adminiſtration in Ireland. 


By HENRY GRATTAN, BYs M. P. Second Editions 
Price 1s. 6d. 


CONSIDERATIONS ſubmitted to the People of Ireland. 
on their preſent Condition with regard to Trade and Conſtitu- 


tion. In Anſwer to a Pamphlet lately publiſhed, entitled. 
% Obſervations on the Mutiny Bill, &c,” Price 18. 6d. 
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containing Thoughts on an immediate Peace. Price 28. 


A LETTER to Sir ROBERT BERNARD, Bart. Chair- 
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tory of ENGLISH POETRY. In a familiar LETTER to the 
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A TREATISE on the Culture of the PINE-APPLE ; and 
the Management of the HOT-HOUSE ; together with a De- 
ſcription of every Species of INSECT that infeſt Hot-Houſes, 
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A LETTER to the EARL of SHELBURNE, on his 


SPEECH, July 10, 1782, reſpecting the ACKNOWLEDGE- 


MENT of AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. By THOMAS 
PAINE, M. A. of the Univerſity of PzennsyLvania, and 
Author of the Pamphlet entitled, « COMMON SENSE,” &ec. 


Price 18. 


A LETTER addreſſed to the Abbe RayNnar, on the Affairs 


of North America. In which the Miſtakes in the Abbe's Ac- 


count of the Revolution of America are corrected and cleared 


up. By THOMAS PAINE, M. A. 3d Edition, Price 15. 6d. 
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An EXAMINATION into the Principles, Conduct, and De- 
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Second Edition. Price 18. 6d. 


AUTHEN TIC COPIES of the PROVISIONAL and PRE. 
LIMINARY ARTICLES of PEACE ſigned between Great 
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of AMERICA, | 


2. A TRANSLATION of the PRELIMINARY ARTICLES 
of PEACE between his BRITANNICK MAJESTY and 
the MOST CHRISTIAN KING, 2 at VERSAILLES, 
January 20, i783. 


4A TRANSLATION of the PRELIMINARY ARTICLES 
of PEACE between his BRITANNICK MAJESTY and 
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January 20; 1753. Price 15. | 


A LETTER on PARLI AMENTARY REPRESENTA- 
TION, in which the Propriety, of Triennial and Septennial 


Parliaments is conſidered. Anteribed * SINCLAIR, Eig. M. P. 
Second Edition, Price 1s. 


The CANDIDATE, a FaRCE, in we Ads, as it was per- 
formed with univerſal applauſe at the Theatre Royal in the Hay. 
market. By Mr. JOHN DENT. Second Edition, Price 18. 


Dedicated (by permiſſion) to the Right Honourable CRARLES 
James Fox, the Farce of TOO CIVIL BY HALF ; as it is 
performed at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, with univers 
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The RECEIPT TAX, a Farce, in Two Acts, as performed at 
the Theatre Royal in the Haymarket, with univerſal applauſe, 
Written by the Author of Too Civil by Half, &c. Price 15. 
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A REPORT of the Proceedings of the Committee of Aſſo- 


 Eation, appointed at the Adjourned General Meeting of the 
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27ih, 18th, 20th, and 21ſt Days of December 1782. Price 18. 6d, 
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